
L o s  A n g e l e s  

A i r  F o r c e  

B a s e  

SMC 
Heritage  
Center 

Telling the Story of  
SMC on the High Frontier 

SMC HERITAGE  

CENTER  M ISSION 

 To collect, preserve 

and provide infor-

mation about the 

programs, accom-

plishments, and her-

itage of the Space 
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Space and Missile 

Systems Center 

 The Space and Missile Sys-

tems Center is responsible for 

managing cutting-edge space 

systems 

across their 

entire life-

cycle, from 

initial sys-

tems concepts and technology 

development, to systems 

demonstration and validation, 

full-scale development and 

fielding, and sustaining on-

orbit and ground capabilities.  

 The Center is responsible for 

a comprehensive set of mili-

tary space capabilities across 

all space mission areas, in-

cluding force enhancement, space su-

periority, force projection, and space 

support. The Center develops and main-

tains a full range of systems and tech-

nical expertise including satellites, pay-

loads, launch vehicles, missiles, ground 

control systems, user equipment, and 

ground sensors. These systems provide 

capabilities such as communications, 

precision navigation and timing, space 

lift, space situational awareness, missile 

warning, missile defense, weather moni-

toring, satellite command and control, 

and land-based nuclear deterrence. By 

executing these comprehensive mission 

and lifecycle responsibilities for space 

and missile systems, SMC provides Air 

Force Space Command, the joint warf-

ighter, and the nation with unrivaled ca-

pabilities twenty-four hours a day, seven 

days a week, three hundred and sixty-

five days a year.  

 

SMC's historical roots go back to 

the earliest stages of space and 

missile development in 1954.  

SMC and its ancestors developed 

most of the nation's military space 

systems and land-based strategic 

missiles.  Its space systems were 

often used by civilian agencies and 

commercial entities as well.  Its 

material heritage, therefore, is of 

national and even international sig-

nificance.  The mission of SMC's 

Heritage Center is to help the Cen-

ter's personnel and visitors under-

stand its history, including its mate-

rial heritage, achievements, and 

challenges.  
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